September 17, 2017
†Please Stand
Welcome & Announcements
Votum & Salutation
"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
†Call To Worship: Isaiah 25:9
"It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for
him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”"
†Prayer of Adoration
†Opening Hymn: Behold Our God
Who has held the oceans in His hands
Who has numbered every grain of sand
Kings and nations tremble at His voice
All creation rises to rejoice
CHORUS
Behold our God seated on His throne
Come let us adore Him
Behold our King nothing can compare
Come let us adore Him!
Who
Who
Who
Who

has given counsel to the Lord
can question any of His Words
can teach the One who knows all things
can fathom all His wondrous deeds

CHORUS
Who has felt the nails upon His hands
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man
God eternal humbled to the grave
Jesus, Savior risen now to reign!
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You will reign forever!
You will reign forever!
You will reign forever!
CHORUS
†Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places

†Hymn: For All the Saints
For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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O blest communion, fellowship divine,
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reading of the Law: The Ten Commandments
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
“You shall have no other gods before me.
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is
in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve
them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those
who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love
me and keep my commandments.
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD
your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or
the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy.
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in
the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
“You shall not murder.
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“You shall not commit adultery.
“You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”
Exodus 20:1-17
Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 55:6-9
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts."
†Hymn of Response: I Will Praise Him
Refrain
I will praise Him! I will praise Him!
Praise the Lamb for sinners slain;
Give Him glory, all ye people,
For His blood can wash away each stain.
When I saw the cleansing fountain
Open wide for all my sin,
I obeyed the Spirit’s wooing,
When He said, “Wilt thou be clean?”
Though the way seems straight and narrow,
All I claimed was swept away;
My ambitions, plans and wishes,
At my feet in ashes lay.
Refrain
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Blessèd be the Name of Jesus!
I’m so glad He took me in;
He’s forgiven my transgressions,
He has cleansed my heart from sin.
Refrain
Glory, glory to the Father!
Glory, glory to the Son!
Glory, glory to the Spirit!
Glory to the Three in One!
Refrain
Worship God By Giving
Tithes & Offering
*Children 4 and younger are dismissed to nursery

Pastoral Prayer
Reading of Scripture: Various Texts
Sermon: “What is the Church?”
†Closing Hymn: The Doxology (unaccompanied)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
†Benediction

Sermon: “What is the Church?”
Various Texts
OUTLINE
The Church is....
I.

Universal & Invisible

II.

Gathered Under Christ

III.

The Fullness of Christ

IV. Universal & Visible

V.

Comprised of Believers & Their Children

VI. A Kingdom, a Household, & a Family

VII. The Ordinary Way of Salvation

VIII. The God-Ordained Context for Ministry
A. To Gather & Perfect the Saints

B. To the End of the World

IX.

Marked by Word, Sacrament, & Discipline

X.

Mixed & Fixed

